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{ OPPN SLAMS ROLLS REVISION EXERCISE }

Agencies

letters@hindu stantzmes com

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM/CHEN-
NAI/KOLKATA: Opposition par-
ties have opened a joint front
against the nationwide Special
Intensive Revision (SIR) of elect-

oral rolls with the Kerala chief

minister Pinarayi Vijayan call-
ing it a "grave threat to coun-
try’s democratic foundation”

and Tamil Nadu chief minister

MK Stalin organising an all-
party meeting to “decide the

next course of action”,

The ruling Trinamool Con-
gress in West Bengal said the
exercise was meant to “disen-
franchise genuine voters and tilt
the balance head of the 2026
polls”.

The Election Commission
had announced that the SIR will
be carried out between Novem-
ber and February in 12 states
and Union Territories --includ-
ing Kerala, Tamil Nadu, Pud-
ucherry, and West Bengal -- all
of which are due to hold assem-

‘SIR grave threat to
Indian democracy’

bly elections in 2026.

[t will be second phase of the
controversial exercise, with the
first one carried out in Biharin
the run up to the November 6, 11
assembly elections in the east-
ern state.

SIR had become a major
political flashpoint ahead of the
Bihar assembly elections. Oppo-
sition parties have staged pro-
tests in Parliament and alleged
that ECI was acting at the behes
of the BJP. The government has

continued on->1




Hintustan Times

{ ALREADY MAPPED IN 2002 } POLL EXERCISE

38.7mn voters don't
need papers for SIR’

HT Correspondent

etters@hindustantimes.com

JAIPUR: Nearly 38.7 million vot-
ers in Rajasthan will not be
required to provide any docu-
ments during the special inten-
sive revision (SIR) process, chief
election officer Naveen Mahajan
said on Tuesday.

“Soon after the announce-
ment of SIR in Bihar, the Elec-
tion Department in Rajasthan
had started a mapping process.
In the last two months during
this process, we have already
mapped these 70.55% (38.7 mil-
lion) of the total 54.8 million
electors- most of whom have
been enlisted during 2002 SIR,”
Mahajan said.

According to the internal data
shared by the Election Commis-
sion, Rajasthan currently has
54.8 million electors- of whom
over 38.7 million have already
been physically mapped by the
state election depart-
ment.Around 27 million of these
physically mapped voters had
later also been finally confirmed
through ECINET which contrib-
utes to 49.37%, as data showed.

At least 20.7 million of the
ones whose mapping has been
finalised through ECINET after

Election Commission officials announce the beginning of the SIR
process in Rajasthan at ameetingin Jaipur on Tuesday. HT

physical verification are above
40 years of age. These voters
were listed during the 2002 SIR
and are still alive, the Election
Department identified.

Similarly, the rest 6.3 million
population whose mapping was
confirmed by the ECINET are
below 40 years of age who
became voters after the 2002
SIR. However, they have been
mapped as their parents were
found in the 2002 list, as per the
EC’s data.

The department is yet to con-

firm the 11.7million voters whose

mapping had already been done
physically but the final process
for the ECINET is pending.

“We are expecting that the

final confirmation of the map-
ping of these 11.7 million will also
be done before the formal house
to house enumeration survey
which is going to start from
November 4. Hence, none of
them have to provide any docu-
ments during the SIR" said
Mahajan.

He further added that Rajast-
han, in such mapping process, is
now way ahead of many states
where SIR will be done in phase
2- such as Gujarat where only
5.73% mapping has so far been
done. “The first draft roll of the
SIR will be published on Decem-
ber 9 and the final list will be
published on February 7, 2026,”
he said.
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Dotasra accuses govt
of using SIR to delay
local body elections

HT Correspondent

letters@hindustantimes.com

JAIPUR: Controversy broke out
in the state following the
announcement of the Special
Intensive Revision (SIR) process,
with state Congress president
Govind Singh Dotasra accusing
the BJP government of deliber-
ately trying to postpone pancha-
yat and municipal elections.

Dotasra alleged that the state
government misled the Election
Commission of India by writing
a letter stating that there were
no pending local body elections
in Rajasthan, and therefore, SIR
could be implemented.

He said that the Election Com-
mission had asked all states
whether their panchayat and
municipal elections were pend-
ing, and Rajasthan denied it,
despite the fact that the tenure of
elected representatives in 11,390
gram panchayats, 22 district
councils, and 305 municipal
bodies has already ended.

Dotasra said administrators
have been appointed in all these
bodies after their terms expired.
He pointed out that the Urban
Development and Housing Min-
ister himself had stated several
times that the government was
ready to conduct local body elec-
tions and would announce them
this year.

“If assembly elections are still

three years away, what was the
hurry to conduct SIR now? The
intention is clear - the govern-
ment wants to delay local body
elections under the pretext of
SIR," he said.

He described the move as a
well-planned conspiracy to
manipulate the voter list before
elections.

Dotasra alleged that the SIR
process was being used to delete
the names of Congress-linked
voters, especially those belong-
ing to minority, Scheduled Caste,
and backward communities, to
avoid defeat in upcoming polls.

He said that after using
excuses such as One Nation One
Election, delimitation, and the
OBC Commission’s report, the
government was now hiding
behind SIR to delay the elections.

Calling the decision an attack
on democratic rights, Dotasra
said the SIR process, carried out
in the name of voter list revision,
is a ploy to remove the votes of
the poor and marginalized.

The voter lists will remain fro-
zen until February 7 next year
when the final publication will
take place, meaning elections
will be pushed to May or June,
after the state budget session.

Dotasra accused the BJP of
trying to suppress citizens’ right
to vote through misuse of the
“double-engine” government
and the Election Commission.
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Over 70 per cent
Rajasthan voters
exempted from
submitting
documents in
SIR, says CEO

PRESS TRUSTOFINDIA
JAIPUR,OCTOBER 28

NEARLY 70.55 per cent of voters
in Rajasthan will not be required
to submitany documents during
the ongoing Special Intensive
Revision (SIR) of electoral rolls,
Chief Electoral Officer (CEQ)
Naveen Mahajan said on
Tuesday.

Speaking to mediapersons,
Mahajan said the Election
Department has already com-
pleted extensive voter mapping
ahead of the SIR, learning from
the experience of the first phase
of the exercise in Bihar, where
confusion had arisen over docu-
ment submission.

“As of the day the SIR was
announced, more than 70 per
cent of voters in Rajasthan will
not need to provide any docu-
ments. When Booth Level
Officers (BLOs) begin visiting
homes to collect forms, this fig-
ure could cross 80 per cent,”
Mahajan said.

According toofficial data, the
state currently has 5.48 crore
registered voters. Of these, 70.55
per cent have already been
matched with the previous SIR
voter lists prepared between
2002 and 2005.

“Around 79.32 per cent of
voters aged above 40 have been
verified through the BLO app,
while 22.22 per cent of voters
below 40 have been mapped,”
he added.

Rajasthan currently leads all
SIR-implementing states invoter
mapping, with 49.37 per cent
completed on the Election
Commission of India (ECI) net-
work. Incomparison, Gujarat has
achieved 5.73 per cent, Uttar
Pradesh 13.41 per cent, Madhya
Pradesh 20.09 per cent, Tamil
Nadu 21.62 per cent, and
Chhattisgarh 24.27 per cent
mapping, Mahajan said.

Explaining the verification
process, he said BLOs will visit
every household three times to
distribute and collect enumera-
tion forms.

“If a family is temporarily
away, BLOs will make up tothree
attempts within amonth. In case
the family s still unavailable, the
formwill be left at the residence
along with anotice pasted on the
door,” he added.

The chief electoral officer said
Rajasthan now has access to digi-
tised voter lists from previous SIR
exercises, enabling easier cross-
verification across state borders.
“This will help identify duplicate
or migrated voters more effec-
tively,” he said.

The draft voter list will be
published on December 9, and
the names of deceased, dupli-
cate, or permanently relocated
voters will be deleted and dis-
played publicly on the official
website.

After the SIR process, the av-
erage number of voters per
polling booth is expected to
come down to 890, with 8,819
new polling stations being
added, bringing the total to
61,309 across the state, Mahajan
said.
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Around 70% of voters won’t

need

Chief Electoral
Officer Naveen also
says the State has
taken lessons from
Bihar's SIR exercise

Dr Rituraj Sharma
Jaipur

Around 70% of voters in
Rajasthan will not be re-
quired to submit docu-
ments during the Special
Intensive Revision (SIR)
of electoral rolls, Chief
Electoral Officer (CEO)
Naveen Mahajan said on
Tuesday. He said Ra-
jasthan has taken lessons
from Bihar’s SIR exercise
and used the intervening
time to complete detailed
voter mapping.

“Because of this exten-
sive mapping, about 70%
of voters in the state will

—

State CEO Naveen Mahajan addresses the media in Jaipur, Tuesday.

not need to provide any
documents,” Mahajan
said, adding that Ra-
jasthan is now ahead of
Gujarat, Madhva Pradesh,
Uttar Pradesh, Tamil
Nadu and Chhattisgarh in
the process. Following
the Election Commission
of India’s announcement
of the SIR programme in

12 states, work on the ex-
ercise began in Rajasthan
on Sunday.

As per data, the state
has 52,490 polling booths,
which will increase to
61,309 after restructuring
based on the number of
voters per booth. As many
as 8,819 new booths have
been created.

to submit docs: Mahajan

BJP using SIR to delay
local body polls: Cong

Dinesh Dangi
Jaipur

Congress has expressed
strong opposition to the
implementation of the
Special Intensive Revi-
sion (SIR) process in Ra-
jasthan, alleging that the
move is a deliberate at-
tempt by the BIP to delay
local body and panchayat
elections in the state.
Rajasthan Pradesh
Congress Committee
(PCC) president Govind
Singh Dotasra said that
the BJP had pushed for the
introduction of the SIR
process with the intent to
postpone elections. He
claimed that the state gov-
emment had already sent

\ &)

b

&

\ b
-
a written proposal to im-
plement the process, argu-
ing that the BJP would
now use it as a pretext to
delay the polls

Dotasra stated that in-
ternal reports had indi-
cated a weak perfor-
mance for the BJP in both
local body and panchayat
elections, prompting the
ruling party to avoid con-
ducting them on time.
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